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        CHAPTER 1. 
 

CONSTITUTIONAL REFERENDUM. 
 
16 of 1977.                          AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE MANNER IN WHICH A VOTE 

         SHALL BE TAKEN FOR THE PURPOSE OF OBTAINING THE 
          APPROVAL OF THE ELECTORS WITH RESPECT TO A BILL 
          WHICH SEEKS TO ALTER CERTAIN ARTICLES OF THE 
         CONSTITUTION OF THE BAHAMAS. 

 
[29th December, 1977] 

 
 
Short title. 
 
 
Holding of 
referendum. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 1.         This Act may be cited as the Constitutional Referendum Act. 
 

 2.  (1)   For the purpose of obtaining the approval of the electors qualified to vote 
in an election of members of the House of Assembly with respect to a Bill 
submitted to them, which Bill seeks to alter an Article of the Constitution 
specified in Article 54(2) or (3) of the Constitution or any of the provisions of the 
Bahamas Independence Act, 1973, a vote shall be taken by way of a referendum 
held in accordance with this Act. 
 
      (2)   The Governor-General may by proclamation appoint a day for the 
holding of a referendum, being a day not earlier than thirty days after the date of 
the proclamation. 
 
      (3)   The electors qualified to vote in a referendum shall be the electors who, 
at the date of the holding of the referendum, are qualified to vote as electors for 
the election of members of the House of Assembly. 
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Question to be 
asked in 
referendum. 
 
 
 
Application of 
Representation of 
the People Act. 
 
Ch. 7. 
 
 
 
Regulations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Expenses. 

 
3.           The question to be asked in a referendum shall be set out in the Bill 
which seeks to amend the Constitution or the Bahamas Independence Act, 1973, 
as the case may be. 
 
4.           For the purposes of a referendum the votes of the electors shall be cast 
and the proceedings shall be conducted so far as may be as if a referendum were a 
general election of members of the House of Assembly and the Representation of 
the People Act, and any regulations in force under that Act, shall be construed 
accordingly. 
 
5.           The Governor-General may make regulations-----  
 

(a)          for the establishment of such organization as may  
             appear to the Governor-General to be necessary for the 
             conduct of a referendum; 

 
                              (b)         as to the form of a ballot paper for the purpose of a  
                                            referendum; 

 
                              (c)         for the modification of the Representation of the  
                                           People Act (including omissions from, additions to and 
                                           amendments to the said Act) for the purpose of this  
                                           Act; 

 
(d) for any other matter appearing to the Governor- 
              General to be necessary or expedient for the purposes 
              of this Act. 

 
6.            Any expenses incurred in carrying this Act into effect shall be defrayed  
out of moneys provided by Parliament. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


